Development of somatizing responses in multiple sclerosis.
Chronic medical illness may produce emotional stress of a variety which encourages the development of patterns of somatization. Discussed here are patterns of somatization in multiple sclerosis. The long-term uncertainty and changing nature and severity of symptoms raises the likelihood that people will become absorbed in their bodies, will demonstrate heightened responses to minor physical change, and may come to experience psychic conflict through the language of physical symptomatology. Case examples are discussed as well as recommendations for treatment.